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WHEN WILL MEDICAID PAY FOR NURSING HOME CARE?
”What are the eligibility requirements to get Medicaid coverage for
my mother’s nursing home care?” In response to this
question, in the November 25, 2017 issue of Savvy Living, Jim Miller
provided this information.
“The rules and requirements regarding Medicaid eligibility for
nursing home care are complicated and will vary according to the state
where your mother resides. With that said, here is a general, simplified
rundown of the eligibility requirements.
Medicaid Eligibility -- Medicaid, the joint federal and state program
that covers health care for the poor, is the largest single payer of
America’s nursing home bills for seniors who do not have the resources
to pay for their own care. Most people who entering nursing homes do not
qualify for Medicaid right away. Instead, they pay out-of-pocket, or
through long-term care insurance, untll they deplete their savings and
become eligible for Medicaid.
To qualify for Medicaid, your mother’s income and assets will need
to be under a certain level. This amount is determined by the state where
she resides. In most states, individuals cannot have more than
approximately $2,000 in countable assets, which includes cash, savings,
investments and other financial resources that can be converted into
cash.
Assets that are not taken into account when determining an
applicant’s Medicaid eligibility include personal possessions, household
goods, one vehicle, pre-paid funeral plans and a small amount of life
insurance. Also, the applicant’s principal residence is non-countable to
the extent that the home’s equity is less than $560,00, or in some states,
$840,000.
Be aware that your mother’s home is not considered a coun- table
asset to determine her eligibility so long as she intends to return home. If
she cannot return home, Medicaid may be able to go after the home’s
sales proceeds to help reimburse her nursing care costs, unless a
spouse or other dependent relative lives there, or a different exception
applies.
If your mother does qualify, all of her income sources, inclu- ding
Social Security and pension checks, must be turned over to Medicaid to
pay for her care, except for a small personal needs allowance. This
allowance is usually between $30 a nd $90 per month.
You also need to be aware that your mother cannot simply give
away her assets to qualify for Medicaid faster. Medicaid offi- cials will
look at her financial records going back five years to root out suspicious
asset transfers. If they find one, her Medicaid coverage will be delayed a
certain length of time, according to a formula that divides the transfer
amount by the average monthly cost of nursing home care in her state.
For example, if your moth- er lives in a state where the average monthly
nursing home cars cost is $5,000 and she gave away cash, or other
assets, worth $50,000, she would be ineligible for benefits for 10 months.
This is the formula for determining how long she would be ineligible to
receive benefits: $50,000 divided by $5,000 equals 10.
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“When Will Medicaid Pay for Nursing Home Care?” (Continued from page 1.)
Spousal Protection -- Medicaid also has special rules for married couples
when one spouse enters a nursing home and the other spouse remains at home.
In these cases, the spouse who is still residing at home may keep one half of
the couple’s assets up to $120,900 (this amount varies by state), the family
home, furniture, household goods and one automobile. This spouse is also
entitled to keep a portion of the couple’s monthly income, which may be between
$2,0030 and $3.022, depending upon the state. Any income above that amount
goes toward the cost of the nursing home recipient’s care.
What About Medicare? -- Medicare, the federal health insurance program for
Seniors 65 and older, and individuals with disabilities, does not pay for long-term
care. It only helps pay for up to 100 days of rehabilitative nursing home care,
which must occur immediately after a hospital stay.
Find Help -- For more detailed information, contact your state Medicaid
Office. See Medicaid.gov for contact information. You can also receive help
from your State Health Insurance Assistance Program. See ShiptaCenter.org.
They provide free counseling on all Medicare and Medicaid issues.”
DOES YOUR CONGREGATION HAVE MINISTRY TO AND WITH SENIOR ADULTS?
We know that several congregations in the PSW Region of the Christian
Church have an active ministry to and with Senior Adults. Is your congregation
among the ones that have this ministry? If so, how about sharing what you do
to and with your Senior Adults with other Disciples’ congregations? If you’d like
to let other congregations know what you are doing, send a one page resume
about your ministry to and with Senior Adults to Ed Linberg, Editor, “Silver
Linings.” You can send it as attachment to this e-mail address: emlinberg@
earthlink.net. Or, if you prefer you can send it via the U.S. mail to this address:
Ed Linberg, 2417 Bowdoin Street, La Verne, CA 91750. He will include as much
of the information he receives about your program in future issues.
If your congregation does not have a ministry dedicated to the Senior
Adults who are part of your faith community, but you’re considering starting
such a ministry, you are invited to send your questions about Senior Adult
Ministry to either the e-mail or snail mail addresses listed in the prior paragraph.
Your Editor will either provide information you need about Senior Adult ministry,
or turn your inquiry over to someone else who can help you. This is one way
for us to discover what it means to be “sisters and brothers in Christ.”
ARE YOU AWARE?
For the past ten years, the Older Adult Ministry Committee of the PSW Region
has been making grants of up to $600 per month to Senior Adults who are part of
congregations in the Regional Church. Are you aware of this program that assists
Senior Adults whose resources no longer are adequate to meet their financial
obligations? If not, call the Regional Office and ask for the information about the
grants that are available to Senior Adults. The information packet provides everything one needs to apply for a grant from the Older Adult Ministry Committee. The
OAM Committee reviews all applications. Those awarded grants received them
for one year. After a year, the renewal of a grant requires a new application.

December graces
our lives with both
Advent and
Christmas. The music for these seasons is literally
unlimited. Here’s
a hymn for both
seasons.
“From heaven above
to earth I come to
bring good news to
ev-ery one! Glad
tidings of great joy I
bring to all the
world, and gladly
sing.
To you this night is
born a child of
Mary, chosen vir-gin
mild; this new- born
child of lowly birth
shall be the joy of
all the earth.
This is the Christ,
God’s Son most high,
who hears your sad
and bit-ter cry; he
will himself your
Savior be and from
all sin will set you
free.
Glory to God in
highest heaven, who
unto us the Christ
has given. With
angels sing the
Savior’s birth, a
glad new year to all
the earth.”
The words of this
hymn come from
Martin Luther in
1535,written 18
years after he
nailed his 95 Theses
to the door of the
church in Wittenburg, Germany. the
event that launched
the Reformation.
This is #146 in the
Chalice Hymnal.

